Gallbladder rupture during laparoscopic cholecystectomy: does it have an effect on postoperative morbidity?
Gallbladder rupture during laparoscopic cholecystectomy is a common event that may lead to increased postoperative morbidity. To evaluate this event, we reviewed 300 cases of laparoscopic cholecystectomy. Duration of surgery and hospitalization, postoperative symptoms, wound infection, and late complications were analyzed by comparing two groups of patients, one without gallbladder rupture (A) and one with rupture (B). Gallbladder rupture was found in 40 cases (13.9%). Duration of surgery averaged 81 min for group A and 96.5 min for group B. Postoperative symptoms in the first 24 hours were present in approximately 10% of patients in both groups. Within the first 24 hours, 92.3% of patients in group A were discharged compared with 85% in group B. One patient (0.4%) in group A developed wound infection compared with 2 patients (5%) in group B (p = 0.05). To date, no patients have developed late abdominal complications associated with the procedure. Although this was a retrospective and uncontrolled study, gallbladder rupture during laparoscopic cholecystectomy was found to be associated with increased wound infections. No other significant effects on postoperative morbidity were detected.